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• FACING THE NATION 








Anyone driving through the USD campus between Sept. 
20 and Oct. 11 couldn't have missed it- a wall of words 
eight feet tall and 140 feet long, stretching across the front 
of Maher H all like a graffiti artist's dream. 
It was, in fact, "The Mural of Hope," conceived as part 
of the university's involvement with the 1992 presidential 
debates, one of which was scheduled to be held at USD. 
The idea, proposed by a student committee and approved by 
student vote, was to provide a forum-literally, a wall-for 
students to communicate their feelings about politics and 
their own futures to the two (or three) presidential candi-
dates, the thousands of journalists and up to a billion 
debate viewers worldwide. 
The USD debate never happened (see our cover 
story on page 14 for the details), but the mural went up as 
planned-and stayed up until after the first Bush-Clinton-
Perot debate was held on Oct. 11. 
What did the students have to say? Well, out of around 
600 messages, the most popular topics were: 
•The candidates themselves ("Clinton didn't inhale; 
Bush didn't show up," or "Be smart! Vote out Congress 
and keep the President in!" or even "Nixon in '92"); 
• Politics in general ("I love my country; I fear my 
government"); 
• Education ("If you thought the cost of education was 
expensive, consider the cost of ignorance"); 
•The environment ("Make the environment green 
again"); and 
•World peace ("In a hostile world we must be the initia-
tors of peace; war is ultimate failure"). 
Many students, taking the USD administration at its 
word that the debate experience was to be a learning experi-
ence, began diligently studying their Bartlett's Quotations 
in search of meaningful quotes. Thus, the words of Thomas 
Hardy, Dylan Thomas and William Shakespeare made an 
appearance alongside Albert Einstein, John F. Kennedy and 
such musical luminaries as John Lennon, Elvis Costello and 
Sting. 
And, finally, there was the disputed quote, written in two 
places but credited once to Andrew Jackson and once to 
"Tommy" Jefferson: "One man with courage makes a 




D N T E N T 
HIGH TECH FROM THE 
GROUND UP 
by Dianne Ludlam 
s 
Following a carefully developed plan, 
USD in 1986 began building an engi-
neering program the old-fashioned 
way-one step at a time. Now, with 
new lab facilities and full accredita-
tion, the plans are beginning to 
pay off. 
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THE DEVIL & LARRY DOLAN 
by Jacqueline Genovese 
At USD, Father Larry Dolan was 
known for his expensive tastes-fine 
wines, gourmet dining, Italian opera, 
finely tailored suits . When writer 
Jacqueline Genovese traveled to the 
Arizona desert to learn the fate of 
USD's "GQ Priest," she heard the 
story of how a man went to battle 
against Demon Alcohol-and God 
came out the winner. 
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FACING THE NATION 
by Suzanne Johnson 
In the end, the only elements missing 
from USD the weekend of Oct. 4 
were George Bush, Bill Clinton and a 
few thousand journalists. After 
months of preparation to host one of 
the fall presidential debates, USD 
hoped the event would be an educa-
tional experience for the students and 
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Faculty to Students: ~GET 
During the 1960s, U.S. college 
campuses were rife with sit-ins, 
marches and rallies. But, as the old 
song says, the times they are 
a'changing. 
Now, instead of seeking ways to 
stifle activism, campus leaders 
nationwide are trying to stimulate 
involvement among students per-
ceived by many as apathetic. 
Students attending a USD forum 
early this fall came away with the 
realization that activism isn't just 
protest marches, it's a way of life 
that extends from the foods one eats 
to the products one buys. 
The forum, sponsored by Associ 
ated Students and the Social Issues 
Committee, was designed to help 
students redefine existing behaviors 
as a form of activism. Faculty, staff 
members and students spoke about 
their own roles as activists-roles 
ranging from choosing a vegetarian 
diet to spending six months in a 
Caribbean jail. 
Father Orlando Espin' s body still 
bears the scars suffered at the hands 
of Dominican prison guards. Like 
many college students of the '60s, 
Father Espfn, associate professor of 
religious studies, rebelled against his 
family's values. But as the product 
of an atheist/agnostic Hispanic mid-
dle-class family, his route was differ-
ent from most-he entered 
seminary. 
During six years at a mission near 
the north-central Haiti-Dominican 
Republic border, Father Espfn felt 
he had been transported to another 
planet. There, in the poorest spot in 
the Wes tern Hemisphere, three life-
altering experiences changed forever 
his view of activism. 
First, a 2-year-old girl died in his 
arms from hunger as he raced 
toward a hospital; next, three fami-
lies asked him to take their children 
because they couldn't afford to feed 
them (he ended up adopting three 
sons); and, finally, he got in trouble 
with the Dominican army during a 
coup and "disappeared" for six 
months. 
Father Espfn found Christianity 
there and decided to study theology 
as a way to explain why bad things 
Orlando Espin 
happen to good people. Now, he 
uses his training to help AIDS 
patients, among others. 
Activism doesn't have to be that 
dramatic. Although forum modera-
tor Linda Perry has a photograph of 
herself being arrested during a 
protest to help Native Americans 
regain control of their land, she says 
most activism is on a smaller, every-
day scale. 
The associate professor of commu-
nication studies became a vegetari-
an, for example, to help protect rain 
forests and topsoil and to protest the 
ACTIVE' 
treatment of animals. She also recy-
cles and buys products in bulk to 
save on packaging. 
"Activism can be a part of every 
day life," Perry says. "It can be as 
simple as what we eat or the prod-
ucts we choose to buy." 
Greg Harkless, vice president of 
USD's Conservation Club and edi-
tor of The Vista, says another form 
of activism can be as simple as writ-
ing a letter to the editor. "I see 
activism as standing up for what you 
know is right, even when others tell 
you it isn't," he says. 
Visual arts assistant professor 
John Halaka uses visual means to 
promote activism. Since 1987, the 
native Egyptian has painted a series 
of works serving as an homage to 
Palestinians. The artist says his 
work is successful if the visualiza-
tions motivate others to learn more 
about the Palestinian issue and 
racism against Arab-Americans. 
Two other forum speakers said 
they had never thought of them-
selves as activists before. Economics 
professor Joan Anderson, active in 
Habitat for Humanity and several 
South American peace groups, and 
Assistant Dean of Arts and Sciences 
Betsy Winters, a community volun-
teer since junior high school, say 
people with strong convictions can 
make a difference. 
"I don't believe a person makes a 
commitment to become an activist," 
Winters says. "The commitment is 
to say, 'Yes, I can do something to 
change my little corner. 
---Dianne Ludlam 
Brooks Takes Charge as the 
Fred Brooks 
VP for Finance and 
Administration 
Fred Brooks, former senior vice 
president for finance and adminis-
tration at the IIT Research Institute 
in Chicago, Ill., was named USD's 
vice president for finance and 
administration in August. 
Brooks replaces John D. 
Boyce, who began phased retirement 
in July after 17 years as vice presi-
dent. 
While with IIT, Brooks was 
responsible for the administrative 
and financial activities of a contract 
research institute with facilities in 
18 states and a $125 million budget. 
At USD, Brooks will supervise 
Physical Plant, Human Resources, 
the Bookstore, the Mail Center, 
Accounting, Administrative Data 
Processing and Public Safety, in 
addition to the university's financial 
affairs. 
Brooks earned a bachelor's 
degree in business administration 
from Georgetown University and a 
master's degree in information man-
agement from George Washington 
University. 
W hen Jake Molina came to Alcala ~, 
Park as an assistant part-time base- ""'-.. \ '\-J.-~ 0 R Lo assignment readily, but found Span-& L'-.. ish baseball to be a whole other 
ball coach seven years ago, he had ~ 
no idea his job would lead to 
worldwide travel and the 
chance of a lifetime-coaching 
an Olympic baseball team. 
But that's exactly what 
happened to Molina, 
described by Head Baseball 
Coach John Cunningham as 
"the sergeant who really 
runs our baseball program." 
Molina says if it weren't 
for Cunningham, he would 
have spent the summer at home 
like everyone else, watching the 
Olympics on television. Instead, 
he was in Barcelona, coaching the 
Olympic baseball team for Spain. 
"Four years ago, John gave my name 
to Bill Arce, the coach of Cal Poly Pomona, 
when Arce was looking for a coach who spoke 
Spanish to teach youth clinics in Spain over the 
summer," Molina explains. He accepted the 
~, ballgame. 
"The best stadium was at 
the Pony League level," he 
recalls with a smile. "Others 
had holes in the outfield 
and were dangerous to play 
on. The rest were just pas-
tures. Having a glove was 
a major thing." 
Molina's coaching 
techniques impressed the 
Spanish Baseball Federa-
tion, and he was promoted 
from adviser to pitching 
coach to head coach in a mat-
ter of months. His success at 
the youth level led to an invitation 
to manage the Spanish National 
Team and coach them in the Olympics. 
Molina's Spanish team practiced at USD 
during the winter, playing practice games 
with the T oreros. 
-Jacqueline Genovese 
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Alumni and friends of the 
late Father Ben Carrier, 
student chaplain at USD 
from 1967 to 1973, are 
invited to gather at 
Founders Chapel at 
5 p.m. on Sunday, 
Nov. 8, to remember and 
to celebrate his life. A 
reception will follow. 
Father Ben Carrier was found 
dead in a Yuma, Ariz., motel room 
on Nov. 10, 1982. As was his 
habit-one that dismayed and 
alarmed his many friends-Father 
Carrier had driven to Yuma from his 
parish in Descanso, taking two 
hitchhikers. His truck, which an 
alumnus had purchased for him, was 
later found abandoned outside Las 
Vegas. His assailants have never 
been apprehended. 
News of his death struck hard 
at the USD community, the other 
parishes he had served, and the high 
school where he had taught biology 
for several years. People recoiled in 
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shock and dismay that anyone 
would want to harm such a gentle 
and generous soul. Mourners at his 
funeral at Our Lady of Light parish, 
located east of San Diego in the 
small mountain hamlet of Descanso, 
overflowed the confines of the small 
church and encircled the round 
building, straining to hear the words 
of the liturgy. His three-legged dog, 
Halfway There, sat forlornly at the 
rear of the church, a symbol of 
Father Ben's own physical limita-
tions. 
Father Carrier was a diminutive 
man, five feet tall and all of 90 
pounds. An alumnus and former 
roommate remembers buying clothes 
for him in the boys' department of 
J.C. Penney because "we couldn't 
find a man's size small enough to fit 
him." He had less than one lung 
when he died, a handicap he often 
cursed because it limited his energy 
and often resulted in long bouts of 
hospitalization and recuperation. 
Ben Carrier was born in 
Presque Isle, Maine, on Sept. 9, 
1928, one of 13 children in the 
French Canadian Carrier family. He 
attended La Salette seminary in 
Hartford, Conn., from 1944-1950 
and a La Salette seminary in 
Inswich, Mass., from 1951-1955. 
He had always wanted to be a mis-
sionary, but his frail health preclud-
ed the rigors of missionary life. His 
own bish!)p declined to ordain him, 
citing Carrier's health, and Father 
Carrier wrote to bishops around the 
country asking to be accepted in 
other diocesan seminaries. Bishop 
Charles F. Buddy accepted the 
young seminarian at Immaculate 
Heart Seminary in San Diego, and 
Father Carrier was ordained to the 
priesthood in 1959. He served as 
assistant pastor at parishes in 
Pomona, Calexico, Santee and 
Holtville, and worked for several 
years as a biology teacher at Marion 
High School, a coed Catholic high 
school in the South Bay area of San 
Diego. 
In 1967, he was appointed stu-
dent chaplain at USD. "I remember 
when Father Bill Phillips, then the 
dean of men, told me of Ben's 
appointment," recalls Father Barry 
Vinyard, currently serving as stu-
1 
dent chaplain at USD. "He said Ben 
would blow everyone's mind, and he 
was right." 
One of Father Vinyard's 
favorite stories about Father Carrier 
stems from his years as a biology 
teacher at Marion High School. 
"Father Ben shared an apartment 
with Father John Baer. One day, 
Father Ben had purchased several 
cat eyes for his biology students to 
dissect, and he decided to freeze 
them in ice cube trays. When Father 
Baer arrived home late that after-
noon, he cracked open the ice tray 
and poured himself a martini. You 
can imagine his reaction when he 
looked down in his drink and saw 
these cat eyes staring up at him." 
Father Carrier succeeded a 
priest who drove a Porsche with a 
surfboard on top and played a guitar. 
A tall, handsome man, the previous 
chaplain attracted large crowds of 
students to daily Mass. "By con-
trast," Father Vinyard recalls, "Ben 
looked like Mr. Peepers, the Wally 
Cox character from a 1950s-era 
television program of the same 
name." Mass attendance dwindled to 
a few loyal souls, but word spread 
among the student body that Father 
Carrier's apartment was always 
open, and that students could count 
on a free meal, a place to sleep and a 
safe harbor whenever they needed 
it. He shared his apartment with 
student roommates, who were 
always startled but never surprised 
to find a stranger sleeping in the liv-
ing room in the morning. 
Tom Blake, a 1970 alumnus, 
recalls that Father Carrier asked 
him and Brian Riley, another class-
mate, to take care of his apartment 
over the summer, rent-free. "We 
didn't even know him," Blake 
remembers. "But we agreed to stay 
at his place, care for his menagerie 
of animals and assorted plants, and 
play host to numerous guests. All 
they needed to say was that they 
knew Ben and that he said they 
could stay. Some mornings, when 
Brian and I woke up early to go to 
work, we could hardly make our 
way to the front door, there were so 
many people asleep in the living 
room. We took better care of the 
guests than his prized owls," Blake 
recalls. "They died in our care that 
summer, and I always felt badly 
about that." 
Blake remembers Father Carrier 
as "the most unselfish person I ever 
met in my life. Anything he had, he 
shared with the world." 
Tim Gardner, another 1970 
alum, now a physician in Spokane, 
Wash., remembers that Father Car-
rier invited him to move into his 
apartment when Gardner had been 
evicted from another student apart-
ment for no apparent reason. Father 
Carrier went on a six-month tour of 
World Campus Afloat through the 
auspices of Chapman College while 
Gardner and another classmate, 
Jackson Muecke, took care of Carri-
er's apartment, his pets and plants. 
"I used to go to the noon Mass 
a lot, and Father Ben's homilies 
always gave me a sense of love," 
Gardner says. "I felt good about 
being alive and being human. He 
had such a genuine and caring love 
for people, even at the cost of 
endangering his own life." 
Mike Kenney, a 1970 alumnus 
and real estate developer in San 
Diego, remembers the night Father 
Carrier had lost his wallet and was 
preparing to eat out with Kenney 
and a few other students. "He asked 
us if we could loan him $20 and I 
handed it over. Within five minutes, 
he had given it away to a transient 
on the sidewalk who wanted to 
know where Father Ben's apartment 
was," Kenney says. 
Jackson Muecke '71, now a 
stockbroker in San Diego, credits 
Father Carrier "for turning my life 
around. I went to USD for a year, 
left for a year, then came back. My 
life was in turmoil. Father Ben 
invited me to spend a weekend at his 
apartment, and I ended up staying a 
year and a half." 
Though generous and 
giving, perhaps Father 
Carrier's greatest 
attribute--one that would 
eventually lead to his 
death-was what Father 
Vinyard called his 
"holy naivete." 
"It was a characteristic of many 
of the saints of old," Father Vinyard 
says. "Ben was such a generous and 
good person that he could not fath-
om that someone would treat him 
with less generosity and goodness. I 
really don't think his assailants 
intended to kill him. You couldn't 
know this guy for 30 minutes with-
out loving him." 
- Rosemary Johnston 
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fter six years of careful-
ly planned incremental 
steps, USD's electrical 
engineering program 
has reached two major 
milestones on its way to maturity. 
•Late this summer, the pro-
gram-born in the fall of 1986 after 
months of discussion and planning 
-moved into high-tech facilities in 
the newly completed Loma Hall. 
• A week later, the program 
received notification of professional 
accreditation by the Engineering 
Accreditation Commission of the 
Accreditation Board for Engineering 
Photo b)' Jim Coit 
and Technology. Accreditation is 
retroactive to spring 1991, covering 
students from the first graduating 
class. 
Surrounded by unpacked boxes in 
his newly painted office on the sec-
ond floor of Loma Hall, founding 
director Thomas Kanneman is proud 
of the progress the young program 
has made since 1986, when he was 
the university's sole engineering fac-
ulty member. Each year, the pro-
gram has taken a step away from its 
austere beginnings: the faculty now 
numbers six; there are three times as 
many freshmen entering the program 
as in its initial year; and around the 
corner from Kanneman's office, 
three laboratories with equipment on 
the vanguard of technology are being 
readied for classes. 
A committee of USD administra-
tors, faculty and local industry lead-
ers began several years before 
Kanneman's arrival to lay a founda-
tion for the engineering program, 
including selecting the branch of 
engineering to launch the discipline 
at USD. Electrical engineering, tra-
ditionally defined as the science and 
art of using electrical energy and 
information for the development of 
products and services to benefit 
mankind, eventually was selected 
because of its fundamental nature 
and because of California's interna-
tional role as a leader in electronic 
manufacturing, specifically in the 
high-tech fields of aerospace, semi-
conductors and computer technolo-
gy. The USD computer science 
program also influenced the adminis-
tration's selection of electrical engi-
neering, says Arts and Sciences 
Dean Patrick Drinan. 
Kanneman was a department chair 
at Arizona State University-Tempe's 
College of Engineering and Applied 
Sciences when he spotted USD's 
advertisement for a founding direc-
tor to lead the fledgling program 
from a goal into full maturity. He 
hadn't given a thought to leaving 
that position, but was intrigued by 
the rare challenge of designing a new 
program to educate engineers to be 
broadly educated working profes-
sionals. And he approved of USD's 
plan to do it gradually. 
"The success we have now with 
the program may not have been real-
ized if we had tried to start with a 
full faculty and 150 students that 
first year," Kanneman says. "There 
is a better chance of making fewer 
mistakes when you take things one 
step at a time." 
ith new facilities 
and full professional 
accreditation, the 
USD Engineering 
Program is off to a 
strong start. But it still is a long way 
from reaching its full potential. 
"We will continue to evolve and 
develop the electrical engineering 
experience," Kanneman says. "We 
also want to look at expanding 
course offerings to add programs 
such as computer engineering and 
bioinstrumentation, as well as look-
ing at the fundamentals." 
Drinan appointed a faculty com-
mittee early this year to take a look 
at several issues, including establish-
ing computer engineering as a spe-
cialty within the electrical engi-
neering program or packaging vari-
ous instrumentation courses to sup-
port a bioinstrumentation emphasis 
for biology and chemistry majors. 
The report is expected in December. 
"After that process, we plan to 
form a long-term committee to 
determine which engineering pro-
grams are most appropriate for USD 
in meeting the needs of the engi-
neering community and the students 
at USD," Drinan says, adding that 
the committee likely will be formed 
this winter and may take up to a 
year to complete its study. 
At least three accredited programs 
are desirable to attain a recognized 
engineering presence on campus, 
Kanneman says. One accredited pro-
gram is essential in order to compete 
for industry recognition and sup-
port, scholarships, as well as other 
opportunities for students and grad-
uates in terms of internships and 
placement. Three accredited pro-
grams are required to qualify for a 
national chapter of Tau Beta Pi, the 
engineering honorary society that is 
the engineering counterpart of Phi 
Beta Kappa. Other basic engineering 
fields (mechanical, industrial, chem-
ical, civil, etc.) are needed to pro-
vide the appropriate base of 
engineering sciences. Other areas of 
basic engineering that might be con-
sidered next at USD include 
mechanical engineering, or possibly 
industrial engineering, which is not 
currently offered at San Diego State 
University or the University of Cal-
ifornia-San Diego. The trio of elec-
trical engineering, mechanical 
engineering and industrial engineer-
ing would provide a strong basis for 
developing programs that meet the 
challenge of a global world economy 
.. USO MAGAZINE 
and contribute to our increasing 
partnerships in Pacific Rim develop-
ments. A master's program in com-
puter engineering, engineering 
management, manufacturing engi-
neering or biomedical engineering 
are other possible areas for future 
consideration. 
The biotechnical areas have 
received considerable nationwide 
attention in recent years and the 
areas of biological and molecular 
advances in science and technology 
have emerged as promising areas for 
engineering programs. However, 
these fields are interdisciplinary and 
"Because we are 
building a new 
program, we are able 
lo look ahead of the 
curve. We can project 
where engineering is 
going instead of 
where ii has been." 
require a strong base in both the 
basic sciences and engineering. USD 
may in the long term be looking at 
developing offerings in these and 
related areas. 
That kind of projection is a long 
way from 1986, when Kanneman 
thought of himself as the engineer 
on campus. He wasn't alone for 
long, however. A second faculty 
member was hired in 1987 and an 
additional faculty member has been 
added each year since, bringing the 
total to six-one above the mini-
mum required by ABET for accredi-
tation. Most of the faculty members 
have industry experience and many 
professional contacts. 
The goal is to have 100 majors in 
the electrical engineering program 
by fall 1993 and 150 majors by the 
same time in 1996. To be on track 
for '93, the program needs about 40 
freshmen each year to compensate 
for attrition. Engineering programs 
nationwide-and USD's is no 
exception-have a relatively high 
rate of attrition for a variety of rea-
sons, including academic difficulties 
(particularly in math and physics) 
and the length and intensity of the 
program. Completion of an engi-
neering degree is rarely a standard 
four-year proposition, with the 
national average being 4. 7 years. 
USD's electrical engineering pro-
gram is a four-and-one-half-year, or 
nine-semester, dual B.S./B.A. Kan-
neman initiated development of the 
curriculum with strong input from 
the American Electronics Associa-
tion, USD Corporate Associates and 
individual companies such as Tele-
dyne Ryan. The broader scope of 
USD's dual degree program assures 
that students have a good founda-
tion in non-technical subjects, and is 
especially designed to enhance the 
written and oral communication 
skills that have traditionally not 
received the attention that the 
industry and business have empha-
sized is needed for a successful pro-
fessional. 
During Kanneman's first year on 
campus, he helped design the pro-
gram's first laboratory on the first 
floor of Serra Hall, which had been 
renovated to provide space for 
physics, mathematics and engineer-
ing. A second lab was added in the 
fall of 1989, and a third-in Loma 
Hall-will be operational by spring. 
Provisions have been made for a 
fourth lab if increased enrollment 
demands it. All labs have been relo-
cated to Loma Hall. 
Kanneman said the first two labs 
are well equipped to meet the cur-
rent enrollment, and thanks to con-
tinuing donations and discounts 
from companies like Wavetek, 
Hewlett-Packard, Tektronics and 
John Fluke Manufacturing, the lat-
est technology is available for the 
newest lab. 
"We have the equipment essential 
for a modern E.E. program," Kanne-
man says. "Because we are building 
a new program, we are able to look 
ahead of the curve. We can project 
where engineering is going as well as 
where it has been, unlike labs at 
universities with a long history of 
engineering programs. Because these 
schools can't afford to phase out all 
of their equipment and start from 
scratch, their equipment is less mod-
ern than ours." 
The USD lab even outpaces the 
equipment at some local industries. 
I]] uring that first year, Kanneman, who contin-ues to teach courses along with his adminis-
trative duties, guided 
undergraduates considering the elec-
trical engineering program to prereq-
uisite courses and worked closely 
with members of local industry to 
strengthen their ties with USD. 
Classes began during the fall of 
1987 with freshmen and sopho-
mores starting their coursework. 
Two classes of undergraduates could 
start at the same time because the 
program is an intensive upper-divi-
sion program with two of the 21 
required courses offered to freshmen 
and two or three others in the 
sophomore year. 
Fourteen freshmen expressed 
interest in the electrical engineering 
program in 1986. Of those, five 
went on to complete the program. 
All are working now-two are on 
nuclear submarines in the Navy, 
two at electronics firms and one in 
private business. Seven students 
graduated in spring 1992. Of those, 
some are still interviewing, but 
most-because of the faculty's 
strong ties with industry and their 
emphasis on placement-have found 
jobs. 
Kanneman hopes the 33 freshmen 
entering the program this fall find a 
more robust employment environ-
ment upon graduation. However, he 
is confident that with the continued 
assistance of faculty and the place-
ment office, graduates will continue 
to find challenging opportunities as 
engineers. 
"In 1986, when the first class 
began taking courses, engineering 
and the economy were very robust," 
he says. "But the economic climate 
had changed by the time they gradu-
ated. Yet they have all been placed." 
Kanneman took the job at USD 
because he expected it to be reward-
ing and a lot of work. He hasn't 
been disappointed. 
"It has been enjoyable working 
with the administration and facul-
ty," he says. "USD students are 
delightful. The community has been 
very receptive. My faculty has been 
very supportive, and each has con-
tributed significantly to the develop-
ment of the program." 
But that doesn't mean all the hard 
work is over. 
"We will certainly continue to 
evolve and develop the electrical 
engineering experience," Kanneman 
says. "We want to add several offer-
ings, including computer engineer-
ing and bioinstrumentation. We 
want to expand course offerings, as 
well as look at fundamentals. We 
are looking at expanding into other 
basic branches of engineering. In the 
"We will certainly 





long term, we want three accredited 
engineering programs. And we need 
to continue to develop and expand 
our faculty and student body. 
"How long will that take?" he 
asks. "As long as it takes to do it 
right." 
Free-lance writer Dianne Ludlam 
last wrote for USD Magazine on 
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.f he, Larry Do fan '62 is J 1::ghing. Laughing so hard that 
tears come to his green eyes. 
We're standing near the tiny 
church in his home village of 
Topawa on the Tohono O'odham 
(Desert People) Indian Reservation 
in Arizona. 
He's explaining how another vil-
lage on the reservation-one with-
out a church-indulged in some cre-
ative problem-solving. "They set up 
a tarp for me to stand under during 
Mass," he says. "But it only came 
up to my neck." 
Seeing the priest's dilemma, the 
villagers quickly arrived at a solu-
tion. They dug a hole under the tarp 
for him to stand in. 
Soon after, word spread to the 
other nine villages to which Father 
Dolan ministers. "Now," says 
Father Dolan, wiping tears from his 
eyes, "where there's a tarp, there's a 
hole." 
As he completes his story with a 
smile and a shake of his head, I try 
to imagine Larry Dolan-the one I 
had heard stories about at USD-
standing in a dirt hole to say Mass. I 
can't. 
The Father Dolan I had heard 
about was not a rough and ready 
priest at ease in the great outdoors. 
Quite the opposite. Dubbed the 
"GQ" priest by students, he was 
known not only for his charisma 
and brilliance as a professor and 
campus minister, but also for his 
expensive taste-in clothes, art-
work, dinner clubs, food and drink. 
As I would soon find out, that 
Father Dolan-the Father Dolan of 
the car phone and the Kona Kai 
Club and the Italian operas-died. 
He died 10 years ago, when a devil 
called Alcohol waged a final battle 
for his soul, and lost. 
l "Y Dol,n tmes the beginning 
of his alcoholism back to 1962. 
Fresh out of St. Francis Seminary, 
he was chosen by the late Bishop 
Charles F. Buddy to study at the 
North American College in Rome. 
Those were heady times for the 
young seminarian. The Second Vati-
can Council was in session; his 
hero, Pope John XXIII, was just a 
stone's throw away; and another 
hero, President John F. Kennedy, 
would soon visit his college. 
Inspired by those two men, Father 
Dolan says he and his classmates 
felt as if they could change the 
world. But then, in a flash of gun-
fire in Dallas, their world fell apart. 
In shock, he says, they stumbled 
around the streets of Rome. Italians 
embraced them and wept for the 
young American president who was 
dead. 
A few months before, Pope John 
had died. "In a way, my life ended 
that year," Father Dolan says quiet-
ly. "I think it did for a whole gener-
ation of us who believed so strongly 
in those men and the hope they rep-
resented." 
After that, the drinking that had 
started so innocently-a glass of 
wine with lunch and dinner-began 
in earnest. 
t oday, Father Dolan speaks open-
ly about his alcoholism. Just ask his 
parishioners. "Oh that Father 
Larry-he doesn't beat around the 
bush when it comes to drinking," 
says Elila Patricio, a member of the 
Tohono O'odham nation whose 
daughter was killed by a drunk dri-
ver. "He's always talking about 
alcohol, alcohol, alcohol." 
She's right. I attended Mass 
twice during my weekend on the 
reservation, and both of Father 
Dolan's homilies dealt with his alco-
holism. At Sunday's Mass, he told 
an attentive congregation how Bish-
op Maher sent him to a rehabilita-
tion center in Michigan in 1982. 
"I was so mad at the Bishop for 
sending me away from the universi-
ty I loved," he says. "When I got to 
the center, I locked myself in my 
room for a week. Like a true alco-
holic, I didn't think I belonged there 
with all those other drunks. 
"After a week, I slipped down to 
the chapel and stood in front of the 
tabernacle and silently screamed at 
God for what He had done to me. I 
thought, 'I prayed and prayed for 
you to help me, and you didn't lis-
ten.' Then I just broke down and 
sobbed. 
"Then, through the tears, I heard 
a little voice say, 'Hey stupid, I am 
helping you.'" 
It was the turning point for Father 
Dolan. He finally knew he had a 
problem. And he knew he had to 
fight. 
It is obvious from their faces that 
the Native Americans listening to 
Father Dolan's words appreciate his 
honesty. But for him, it isn't a mat-
ter of choice; it's an obligation. 
Some 55 percent of the adults on 
the reservation suffer from alco-
holism. 
"You're considered an old man 
here if you reach 40," Father Dolan 
says. "We conduct more funerals 
than anything else.'' 
The evidence can be seen on the 
road into Sells, the tribal capital and 
largest city on the reservation. Small 
white crosses appear on the side of 
the road every few feet. Each one 
represents someone killed by a 
drunk driver. 
Yet the means for healing are 
here, too. The raw beauty of the 
desert and its people are overwhelm-
ing. Instead of the great expanse of 
sand I expected, it is a sea of green 
brought to life by recent August 
rains, dotted with thousands of 
hauntingly beautiful saguaro cacti 
and gently rolling hills. Looking at 
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the saguaro with their arm-like 
extensions stretching toward the 
sky, I understand why the Native 
Americans think of them as human 
spirits. Though they dominate the 
landscape, they seem vulnerable and 
almost childlike. 
As we drive back to T opawa from 
Sells, we stop to admire the sunset. 
The sky is bright with streaks of 
orange, blue and purple, as if paint-
ed by God's own hand. Father 
Dolan laughs at my gasp of amaze-
ment and says, "Now you know 
why these people have such a beau-
tiful spirituality. They're surround-
ed by this all day.'' 
His arm moves to take in the 
sprawling desert and seemingly end-
less horizon. "They see firsthand 
the awesomeness of God.'' 
• 
l t is when we get caught up in 
the material things around us that 
we lose sight of God, Father Dolan 
says. He should know. 
"When I was drinking, I was a 
self-centered perfectionist who loved 
things," he admits. "The whole time 
I was a diocesan priest I never gave 
a homily on materialism. Never. 
That's because I was living it." 
Father Barry Vinyard, a longtime 
Dolan acquaintance and USD's cur-
rent chaplain, elaborates. "You have 
to understand about Larry. We're 
talking about a guy 
who had his vest-
ments made in Italy, 
his clothes tailor-
made. He was the 
most elegant guy I 
knew. That's why 
everyone thought he 
was nuts to join the 
Franciscans, because 
they take a vow of 
poverty." 
Even the Francis-
cans. "They didn't 
want anything to do 
with me," Father 
Dolan says. "They 
knew what I was 
like, and they 
couldn't for the life of them figure 
out why I wanted to join them." 
But the urge to join the Francis-
cans was not a mid-life crisis or a 
penance for years of excess. "I had 
always felt a tugging at my heart for 
the Franciscans. There was a peace 
and gentleness there that I had 
never found anywhere else. Even as 
a boy, I always related to Francis." 
Ironically, there are parallels in 
the lives of the two men. Both were 
sons of wealthy parents who had big 
plans for their children-plans that 
did not include the priesthood. 
"When Francis' father found out 
he wanted to be a religious, he 
chained him to the cellar in the 
house," Father Dolan laughs. "My 
parents' reaction wasn't that strong, 
but they were disappointed. They 
wanted me to be successful, finan-
cially and socially." 
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They were disappointed, says Sis-
ter Helen Lorch, RSCJ, a retired 
history professor and good friend of 
Father Dolan's, "because Larry is 
absolutely brilliant. He could have 
been anything he wanted to be." 
What he wanted to be was a 
priest. So despite his parents' 
uneasiness, he entered St. Francis' 
Seminary. It was a step that led to a 
20-year involvement with USD, a 
place Father Dolan still talks about 
in glowing, wistful terms. 
"I loved USD. I never thought I 
would leave," he says. "I was heart-
broken when Bishop Maher sent me 
to Resurrection Church in Escondi-
do. But it was really fortunate, 
because being forced to leave USD 
gave me the courage to join the 
Franciscans." 
Losing both of his parents helped 
cement the decision. "Larry lived for 
his parents, and they lived for him," 
says Father Peter McGuine '86. 
"They were his com-
munity. When they 
died, he didn't have 
anybody left." 
Father Dolan says 
their deaths made him 
ask himself, "Do you 
want to live the rest 
of your life and not do 
what you really 
want?" 
He spent the next 
year talking to the 
Franciscans. He even 
went to Assisi to pray 
at the grave of St. 
Francis. As he grew 
more and more excit-
ed about becoming a Franciscan, the 
order grew more and more puzzled. 
Even after he entered the order, 
they thought he was acting on a 
lark. They decided to test him by 
sending him to Guaymas, Mexico. 
Guaymas is a city built on a 
dump. The people who live there 
survive by scavenging. "When I first 
got there, I was horrified," Father 
Dolan says. "It was filthy. There 
was no running water. I thought I 
had made the biggest mistake of my 
life. But two weeks later, I was in 
love with the people and the simplic-
ity of their faith. 
"It was in Guaymas that I learned 
you really don't need all the other 
stuff, the material things. Not if you 
love people. Because loving people is 
loving God. That's where you find 
God-in people." 
Father Dolan says taking a vow of 
poverty was liberating. "I don't have 
to worry about things anymore. You 
know, I had it all. And now that I 
don't have it, I see how little you 
actually need." 
What was more difficult than the 
vow of poverty, Father Dolan 
admits, was learning to live in com-
munity. "I guess it's like the differ-
ence between being married and 
being single. When you're married, 
you have to think about how your 
actions are going to affect another 
person. Speaking of which," Father 
Dolan says loudly as Father Max, 
one of two friars with whom he 
lives, enters the communal eating 
area. Father Max is about to become 
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an unwilling case-in-point. "Max 
here creates quite a problem because 
he likes to eat his hot dogs without 
buns," Father Dolan laughs. "So we 
always have leftover buns. We had 
to hold a meeting of the friars to 
decide what we were going to do 
with the extra buns. Should we 
make bun soup? Bun croutons? We 
voted and finally decided to make 
garlic bread." 
Father Max merely looks at Father 
Dolan as if he's crazy, nods to me, 
and proceeds out the door. 
Father Dolan is known around the 
reservation for his madcap sense of 
humor. "He brings out the laughter 
in us," says Stanley Patricio, a 
senior member of the T ohono 
O'odham nation. 
Not that he can't be serious. Just 
mention politics and you'll hear a 
blistering criticism of administrative 
policies toward the Native Ameri-
cans. As we drive around Sells, 
Father Dolan shows me the reserva-
tion hospital where he works on 
Wednesday afternoons. 
"We no longer have an obstetrics 
unit. So, to have a baby, our women 
must go 70 miles into Tucson, 
either over bumpy roads or in a heli-
copter---a helicopter, for crying out 
loud." 
Father Dolan does a lot of praying 
over issues like this. In fact, he does 
a lot of praying, period. He has time 
for prayer now, and he has learned 
how to pray. "Before I went through 
rehabilitation, I would pray to God 
with a list of what I wanted. But the 
11th step in Alcoholics Anonymous 
teaches you to pray only for the 
knowledge of God's will in your 
life." 
But if you pray for that knowl-
edge, you better be darned sure 
you're ready for what God has in 
store, he says. "Seven years ago, if 
my provincial had told me that today 
I'd be on an Indian reservation in 
the middle of the desert, I would 
have turned around and fled. Now 
that I'm here, I don't want to go 
anywhere else. So, you see, that's 
how God works." 
He grins. "Do you want to know 
how to make God laugh? Make 
plans." 
Father Dolan doesn't try to make 
plans for himself anymore, but he 
does have hopes for the reservation. 
He would like to convince the 
Native Americans that they need a 
halfway house for recovering addicts 
and a center for the elderly. He'd 
also like formation training for 
young men and women interested in 
the religious life. Currently, Native 
Americans can only train away from 
the reservation, and most are reluc-
tant to leave. 
But he's not foolish enough to 
believe any of these things will hap-
pen overnight, or in a year, or two, 
or even three. "In AA, you learn to 
take one day at a time, and that's 
what I do." 
When it's time for me to go, I 
tell Father Dolan I'm not quite 
ready to return to the hustle and 
bustle of San Diego. Looking at me 
sympathetically, he says, "Well, 
come back anytime you need a 
break. You're always welcome 
here." 
Standing in the driveway of the 
Franciscan center, surrounded by a 
few stray dogs and a cow, Father 
Dolan waves goodbye until I am out 
of sight. Driving through the desert, 
the saguaro seem to be waving good-
bye, too. 
Looking at the sky, I say a tearful 
prayer of thanks. 
Father Larry Dolan can be contact-
ed at P .O . Box 210, Topawa, AZ. 
85639, (602) 383-2350. 
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l ENTIAL DEBATE THAT WASN'T 
F inally, in the end, the only 
elements missing were George 
Bush, Bill Clinton and Ross 
Perot. 
Though the presidential race has 
since been decided, as the weekend 
of Oct. 3-4 approached, speculation 
still ran high. For almost two 
months, the first weekend in Octo-
ber had been anticipated as being the 
most momentous in University of 
San Diego history. 
It was Homecoming Weekend, 
with a thousand alumni expected to 
return to campus. 
It was also Debate Weekend, with 
President George Bush, Democratic 
Presidential Candidate Bill Clin-
ton-and maybe even in-and-out 
candidate Ross Perot-expected to 
take the stage at USD's Shi-
ley Theatre for a 90-
minute debate to be 
broadcast worldwide. 
The alumni came, making 
Home coming 1992 the most 
successful in USD history. But the 
presidential candidates-and the 
thousands of media expected here to 
cover them-were conspicuously 
absent. 
U sD's foray into presidential poli-
tics unofficially began on a Wash-
ington, D.C., Metro last summer, 
when USD Director of Public Rela-
tions Jack Cannon went to the State 
Department to talk to former col-
leagues about possible speaking 
engagements at USD. En route, he 
ran into old acquaintance Ed Fouhy, 
with whom he had worked as a 
broadcaster in Boston in the 1960s. 
Since they last crossed paths in 
1986, Fouhy had gone to work as 
executive producer for the Commis-
sion on Presidential Debates, a 
bipartisan group formed in 1987 to 
organize the debates and reduce the 
amount of partisan quibbling 
involved in planning them. 
Fouhy was looking for possible 
debate sites, and Cannon suggested 
USD. The university had already 
independently invited both candi-
dates to speak on campus, and the 
1988 debates had proven college 
campuses to be atmospheric back-
drops. 
The idea was planted, and it was 
an attractive one for the university. 
Hosting one of the debates would 
give USD students an opportunity 
to witness firsthand the planning 
and execution of a major aspect of 
American party politics. And it 
would bring some 2,000 members of 
the national and international media 
to campus, resulting in a level of 
public recognition for USD that few 
universities get a chance to enjoy. 
Apparently, the idea of a USD-
hosted debate was attractive to the 
commission as well. When Commis-
sion Executive Director Janet 
Brown made the Aug. 14 announce-
ment of the sites proposed for three 
1992 Presidential Debates, USD 
was one of them, along with Michi-
gan State University and the Uni-
versity of Richmond. A 
Vice-Presidential Debate was pro-
posed for Louisville. The USD 
debate would take place at 6 p.m. on 
Oct. 4 at Shiley Theatre-if both 
candidates agreed. 
It turned out to be a big "if." As a 
press conference provided San 
Diego-area citizens with delighted 
reactions from university adminis-
trators and students, the commission 
F AXed copies of its proposal to the 
campaign offices of both Bush and 
Clinton. Clinton's camp responded 
with an immediate "yes." The Bush 
camp remained silent. The phones 
in the USD Public Relations Office 
were ringing off the hook. 
Six weeks of rumors, political 
maneuvering, and frenzied activity 
had begun. 
A debate between two candidates 
seems a simple affair. Yet shortly 
after the 35-member USD Presiden-
tial Debate Task Force assembled on 
Sept. 3 for its first meeting, it 
became apparent that the simplicity 
of the televised debate is an optical 
illusion brought about through care-
ful planning and attention to even 
the most minute detail. And the 
stakes are high. 
"The paradox about a debate is 
that it's a big event, and yet it's a 
small event," Fouhy told the USD 
Task Force a week later. He had 
brought an "advance team" of six 
debate officials to study the campus 
facilities and begin letting USD 
know what their needs would be. 
"A debate is just two guys talking-
two talking heads. It's deceptively 
simple." 
It's also extremely important that 
the "deceptive simplicity" come off 
without a hitch. "With the Cold 
War over, the American president is 
the singular most visible leader in 
the world," Fouhy says. "So we try 
to make these debates as rock-solid a 
performance from a production 
standpoint as possible. As the TV 
producer, I don't want anything to 
go wrong." 
1.a U S D M A G A Z I N E 
To make sure nothing did go 
wrong, USD's task force had to go 
to work immediately-with so many 
details to oversee, there would not 
be time to wait for a firm commit-
ment from George Bush. And 
though the Republican Convention 
was long over and the first of Sep-
tember had arrived, there was still 
no word-yes or no-from the Bush 
campaign. USD, along with the 
other sites awaiting word, had work 
to do. 
Both the needs of the debate plan-
ners and the needs of the university 
had to be taken into account. 
On the university end, for exam-
ple, there was Homecoming Week-
end to consider. The date had been 
set long in advance and could not be 
changed-alumni from far and wide 
had made plans to attend. "When I 
first heard about the debate, my first 
reaction was to go for a run before I 
could even bring myself to talk to 
my staff," laughs Alumni Director 
John Trifiletti '78, who, along with 
his staff and dozens of alumni vol-
unteers, had been planning the 
event for almost a year. "At first, I 
basically had three thoughts. One, 
we couldn't possibly move home-
coming-it had to be on campus. 
Two, we couldn't change the date-
too many people had already made 
plane and hotel reservations. Three, 
we couldn't say no to the debate 
because it was the biggest news 
story USD had ever seen. 
"The only choice was to do both. 
Once I realized that, it wasn't diffi-
cult to convince our volunteers," he 
says. 
The shuffling began, with two dif-
ferent tracks of homecoming plan-
ning taking place-Plan A if the 
debate happened, Plan B if it didn't. 
First, the Dinner-Dance, a center-
piece of Homecoming Week end, 
would have to be moved from Hahn 
University Center: the UC had 
been selected as the debate press 
center. Even though the debate 
would not take place until Sunday 
night, the media would need to 
begin moving personnel and equip-
ment into the UC on Friday after-
noon. The answer: an outdoor 
tented pavilion could be erected in 
the parking lot between the Pardee 
Legal Research Center and the 
School of Law. 
Knowing many alumni would be 
interested in being on campus dur-
ing the debate, arrangements were 
made to leave the pavilion up 
through Sunday night, with a large-
screen television set up so people 
could watch the action taking place 
a few buildings away. 
Other changes required for the 
Homecoming schedule included: 
selecting alternate sites for the Fri-
day night reunions, the Kickoff 
Party and the Fun Run; finding 
alternative parking since media 
equipment and the pavilion would 
take up the already-limited space; 
and dealing with the possibility that, 
if Founders Chapel was inaccessible, 
the Alumni Mass and presentation 
of the Mother Rosalie Hill Award 
might have to be done in the pavil-
ion. 
While Trifiletti and his staff were 
rearranging their schedules, other 
members of the USD Task Force 
addressed further areas of concern 
to the university. Parking and safety 
details had to be arranged and orga-
nized in coordination with the needs 
of the Secret Service, the agency 
responsible for ensuring the safety 
of both candidates. Dining Services' 
schedules had to be rearranged to 
feed USD students while the Stu-
dent Dining Room was full of 




And, mostly, there were extensive 
plans made on how to achieve what 
USD wanted most: getting students 
interested in the political process 
and turning the event into as great a 
learning experience as possible, a 
"living laboratory." 
Students, faculty and staff mem-
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ture series was planned to precede 
the debate, involving faculty, stu-
dents and-it was hoped-some of 
the visiting journalists. USD stu-
dents approved by vote a three-
pronged plan to send a student 
message to the world: a series of 
banners to be hung from light poles 
along Marian Way with a message of 
hope for the future, a 140-foot 
"Mural of Hope" with student mes-
sages to the candidates, and a can-
dle-lighting ceremony whereby 
6,000 candles-representing each 
USD student- would be lit along 
Marian Way to coincide with the 
beginning of the debate. 
And then there was the debate 
itself, and how to see it. Because the 
debates are not public events and 
much of the seating space goes to 
the media, USD would receive only 
limited tickets to the event. Despite 
the high volume of phone calls from 
the public requesting tickets, Presi-
dent Author E. Hughes remained 
true to his initial statement about 
wanting USD students to be the 
beneficiaries: all USD seats would 
go to students. A lottery was held 
Sept. 28, with President Hughes 
drawing names from a pool of all 
USD students. These lucky few 
would see the debate firsthand; oth-
ers would be able to watch on large-
screen monitors that would be set 
up in the tented Homecoming pavil-
ion, in Warren Hall's Grace Court-
room and Salomon Lecture Hall in 
Maher. 
While the student plans were 
being made, other task force mem-
bers dealt with the needs of the 
media and of the debate planners in 
Washington. 
To accommodate media communi-
cation needs, the entire USD cam-
pus was wired with miles of fiber 
optics installed by Pacific Bell at no 
cost to USD. Plans were made to 
transform the UC's Student Dining 
Room into Press Central, complete 
with enough phone banks and TV 
monitors to accommodate reporters 
and technicians. A group of media 
executives representing the cream of 
the crop had already visited campus 
Sept. 9 to see the facilities and the 
campus as a whole: CBS, NBC and 
ABC News were there, along with 
production staff from National Pub-
lic Radio, Voice of America, CNN, 
C-Span, the Associated Press and 
US News & World Report magazine. 
There was work to be done in Shi-
ley Theatre as well. As soon as an 
official "yes" came from Bush, rows 
of seats would need to be removed 
to make room for an 8-by-3-foot 
camera platform 40 feet from where 
the candidates would be speaking. 
Repairs were made to the ceiling of 
the theater, and plans made to wrap 
the chandelier so camera views 
would be unobstructed from all 
angles. The building would need to 
be air conditioned, and 400-square-
foot "green rooms"-where the can-
didates would go to collect their 
final thoughts-would need to be 
created. 
After the debate, the UC would 
become "Spin Valley," where each 
candidate's "spin doctors" would 
provide analysis for the media tout-
ing their own candidate's superior 
debate performance. Plans had to be 
made for the "spin doctors" as 
well-up to 800 square feet of 
space, complete with phones and 
FAX machines. 
The work was hard and schedules 
were tight, but tempers rarely flared. 
The event was too important, and 
the payoff to the university too 
great, to consider not doing it and 
doing it well. "If you do the debates 
properly, they become the center-
piece of the fall campaign," Fouhy 
told USD task force members. "The 
presidential debates attract the 
largest TV audience of any event 
done anywhere except for the Super 
Bowl. With the proliferation of 
satellites, the debates reach a world-
wide audience. Foreign countries, 
even those that are not English-
speaking, carry the debates live. 
"The day before this event, the 
day of the event, and the day after, 
the University of San Diego will be 
the dateline on the biggest political 
story filed worldwide. It will be the 
setting for major TV programs all 
over the country and all over the 
world for up to three days. There is 
probably no better opportunity to 
impress a large group of journalists 
with the quality of your campus, of 
your students, and of the education-
al programs you have. And there's 
one other 
benefit: you're a major 
player in the most important politi-
cal event that leads to the election of 
the most important political leader 
in the world. This is work that's 
worth doing." 
And the work continued. 
W hile the USD campus was being 
readied for the debates to arrive, the 
debates were going nowhere fast. 
The bipartisan debate commission's 
Aug. 14 proposal had been followed 
by weeks of decidedly partisan 
maneuvering: 
eAug. 14 Bill Clinton accepts 
the commission's proposal of both 
dates and sites, including the USD 
appearance on Oct. 4. George Bush 
doesn't respond, but it is believed he 
will make a decision once the 
Republican National Convention 
has ended. 
• Sept. 2. Though the Bush camp 
says he wants to debate, his spokes-
men express dissatisfaction with the 
commission's recommendations, pri-
marily, it is believed, because of the 
proposed format change. While pre-
vious debates had the candidates 
questioned by a panel of journalists, 
the commission proposed to have a 
single moderator pose the questions, 
feeling it would allow more substan-
tive discussion of issues. 
• Sept. 14. With the first pro 
posed debate scheduled for Sept. 22 
at Michigan State University, Clin-
ton announces that he will appear in 
East Lansing with or without Bush. 
The president says there will be 
debates, but does not confirm 
or deny the East Lansing 
date. 
• Sept. 15. The Com-
mission on Presidential 
Debates gives Bush a 10 
a.m. deadline to commit 
one way or the other on the 
East Lansing debate. No 
response is received. 
• Sept. 1 &. The Sept. 22 debate 
in East Lansing is canceled because 
too little time is left to complete 
preparations. Instead, the Bush cam-
paign proposes two debates conduct-
ed by a panel of journalists, giving 
Clinton a deadline of Sept. 18 to 
respond or else have no debates at 
all. A Clinton spokeswoman accuses 
Bush of "fiddling around." 
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• Sept. 22. As promised, Bill 
Clinton holds a rally in East Lans-
ing, Mich., site of the first canceled 
debate. 
• Sept. 25. The commission can-
cels the vice-presidential debate 
planned for the 29th in Louisville. 
This makes the next-possible debate 
the Oct. 4 presidential meeting 
scheduled for USD. 
• Sept. 28, 2 p.m. Members of the 
media gather on the USD campus 
for a press conference, expecting to 
hear that the Oct. 4 debate has 
been canceled. Instead, Cannon 
announces that the commission has 
asked USD to extend its cancella-
tion deadline for 24 hours. Could an 
answer from the candidates be forth-
coming? 
A few as five days before the Oct. 
4 debate was to take place, the list 
of possibilities facing USD, and the 
amount of unanswered questions 
about each, remained staggering: 
• Bush and Clinton could reach 
an 11th-hour agreement and debate 
at Shiley Theatre as planned; 
• Bush could remain uncommit-
ted and, as was the case in East 
Lansing, Clinton could show up 
alone; 
• Bush might not come, but 
Clinton could debate the now-offi-
cial candidate Ross Perot; 
• The debate might still be held at 
USD, but at a later date; or 
• There would be no debate at 
USO-period. 
And finally, in the end, there was 
no debate, at least not at USD-
official cancellation came at 2 p.m. 
on Sept. 29. Fifteen minutes later, 
President Bush announced his agen-
da for the dabates. Three days later, 
the Bush and Clinton campaigns 
finally reached an agreement. While 
some of the originally proposed sites 
were eventually used, USD was not 
one of them because the Bush cam-
paign had "written off" California, 
where Clinton enjoyed a sizable lead 
in the polls. 
can politics-some things good, 
some bad. They also developed a 
great interest in this year's election, 
an interest that continued after the 
debate had been canceled. Their 8-
by-140-foot "Mural of Hope" stood 
proudly in front of Maher Hall from 
Oct. 1-1 I. On the date of the first 
actual debate, Oct. 11, they gath-
ered in the UC for a pre-debate dis-
Yet ironically, despite the cancellation and 
what might al first seem wasted lime, the debate 
planning accomplished much of what USD had hoped 
lo gain from the debate itself, both in terms of media 
recognition and student involvement-albeit 
on a smaller scale. 
Yet ironically, despite the cancel-
lation and what might at first seem 
wasted time, the debate planning 
accomplished much of what USD 
had hoped to gain from the debate 
itself, both in terms of media recog-
nition and student involvement-
albeit on a smaller scale. 
Though only time will tell what 
the long-term impact will be on 
media coverage of the campus, USD 
was introduced to national media 
outlets it rarely has access to. The 
journalists who visited campus in 
September took back a greater 
knowledge of the university and 
what it has to offer (not to mention 
armloads of USD t-shirts and other 
mementos purchased at the campus 
bookstore). Stories about the original 
debate sites ran everywhere from 
USA Today to The Washington Post 
to the International Herald Tribune. 
And the students, though disap-
pointed, learned a lot about Ameri-
cussion, debate viewing, and a 
post-debate "town meeting." Then 
they lined up along Marian Way, 
lighting 6,000 candles to project the 
message hanging on overhead ban-
ners-a message reflecting the hope 
of youth to a nation facing troubled 
times: 
"May We Radiate Hope, Cele-
brate Individuality, and Unite in 
Lighting a Path Toward Our 
Future." 
!ALUMNI 
Note: Some vacancies still exist for class 
chairs, co-chairs ( for classes prior to 
1971), correspondents and co-corre-
spondents (pre-1971 classes). If there is 
a vacancy in your class year and you are 
interested in volunteering, please con-
tact Alumni Relations at (619) 260-
4819. 
Alumni Gallery notes received after 
Sept. 11 will appear in a subsequent 
issue. If a large number of timely items 
are submitted for the winter issue, sur-











Mary Ann (Daly) Kennedy and 
James V. Freed, Honorary Chair 
Class Correspondent: 
Diane (Sinclair) Drew 
2854 Creekside Road 
Santa Rosa, CA 95405 
1957 
Class Chair: 
Carol (Farrell) Couture 
1959 
Class Chairs: 
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Class Correspondent: 
Charles Hanlen 
2956 Verda Ave. 
Escondido, CA 92025 
19&1 
Class Chairs: 
Mary (Fiorino) Orradre and 
Bob Hughes 
Class Correspondent: 
Martha (Fiorino) Dowell 
676 West Timberbranch Pkwy. 
Alexandria, VA 22303-3614 
Class Correspondent Martha Dowell 
writes: "To all '61 members: Mary and I 
want to hear from each and every one of 
you. Let us know about your families, 
children, grandchildren, jobs, etc. We 
want all of us to stay in touch, and we 
can do that through the Alumni Gallery. 
We look forward to your letters 
ASAP!" 
Margi (Araiza] Martinez writes : 
"Thanks for the classy class of '61 
reunion. It was great to see Mary Jane, 
Mary, Martha, Sandy, Tippy, Liz, 
Rafaela, Eli and Rennee at our 30th." 
Margi is currently employed by the 
Sweetwater UHS District as a teacher. 
Sister Ann McGowan, RSCJ, is retiring 
after 16 years as principal of St. Joseph's 
School in Atherton, Calif. This fall, she 
is attending the University of Santa 








Fran (Oldak) Dolan and 
Hank Acquarelli 
Class Correspondent: 
Martha (Spiers) Lepore 
72 Prospect Street 
Melrose, MA 02176 
Danna (Brawer] Canedo and Joseph 
A. Canedo live in Davidsonville, Md., 
where they both enjoy successful 
careers. In 1990, Donna was selected 
Outstanding Elementary Science 
Teacher of the Year by the national 
research fraternity at the Naval Acade-
my, Annapolis, and Joseph was appoint-
ed assistant special representative to the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mari-
ana Islands for the 902 Consultations. 
In 1991, Donna received honorable 
mention from the Chemistry Industry 
Council of Maryland. She wrote and 
received a $1,300 grant from the Chesa-
peake Bay Trust to finance a wetland 
cleanup project with middle-school stu-
dents, and has spent the past year con-
ducting several workshops for teachers 
on environmental issues with applica-
tions for the classroom. This past spring 
she was nominated by the Maryland 
State Board of Education and named by 
the governor's office to be their selec-
tion for the federal EPA's environmen-
tal fellowship. She has been granted a 
year's leave from her Annapolis middle 
school to accept the fellowship, which 
will involve her in the Chesapeake Bay 
Estuary Study of the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Department. 
Patricia (Ouirk] Mitchell has marked 
25 years as a teacher in the San Diego 
l 
City Schools. She took a 14-month 
leave of absence in 1987-88 to travel 
with her husband, Mitch, in South 
America (including a 2,300-mile jour-
ney up the Amazon) and Antarctica. Pat 
is a grandmother of four. 
Eleanor (Taix) Neely is the director 
of the Serra Museum in San Diego, a 
position she has held for four years. 
Stop by to see her and the archaeological 
project that is unearthing the ruins of 
the first presidio located there. Two of 
her children have graduated from college 
(Deanna is a 1987 USD alum), and the 
youngest has a semester to go. 
Patricia (Shannan) Storms, who 
lives in Rancho Santa Fe, Calif., is a 
licensed boat broker in San Diego and 
manages the 60-foot charter boat Any 
Time. Her three children have finished 
college and now live in Los Angeles. 
19&4 
Class Chairs: 




2 7 53 Hillcroft Drive 
Chesterfield, MO 63005-7007 
Judy (Johnson) Christaphersan is 
living in Omaha, Neb., where she owns 
a gift shop and is raising her family. 
Mary Fipp became Mrs. Barry 
Francke since her move from Washing-
ton, D.C. , back to San Diego several 
years ago. Mary and Barry met through 
Ann (Buehler) Lannecker. Mary is a 
teacher in the San Diego School Dis-
trict. 
Christie (Ross) Laeschnig has raised 
her family and now holds the title of 
"Grandma" several times over. She 
is pursuing a real estate career in 
San Diego. 
Delle (Willett) Statlin has moved 
with her family to St. Louis, Mo., where 
her husband is based as a TWA pilot. 
Delle is working as the director of a spe-
cial community relations program 
sponsored by the cable TV networks 
of St. Louis. 
19&5 
Class Chair: 
Maureen (Lansdale) Buckley 
Class Correspondent: 
Karen (Graham) Thielke 
19518 14th NW 
Seattle, WA 981 77 
19&& 
Father Ronald J. Buchmiller was 
ordained in San Diego in December 
1969 and is the assistant Atlantic Fleet 
chaplain with the U.S. Navy. 
19&7 
Class Chairs: 
Pam (Moore) Snyder and 
Paul Tuomainen 
Joseph B. Walker lives in Renton, 
Wash., where he was recently named 
administrator of the Northwest Health 
Services Research & Development Ser-
vice and Center for Cooperative Studies 
in Health Services. These combined pro-
grams are located at the U.S. Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs Medical 
Center in Seattle. He has held a number 
of administrative and research positions 
at medical centers throughout the V.A. 





Connie (Salavitch) Culler writes, 
"Thank you to all the USD family who 
have kept our son, John, in prayer as he 
recovers from a bone marrow transplant. 
We have a daughter, Erin, who has fin-
ished her freshman year at Stanford and 
a son, Matt, in eighth grade. I am teach-
ing English and American literature at 
Temecula Valley High School, and my 
husband, John, practices ophthalmology 
in Fallbrook. I continue to be so pleased 






Rosemary (Masterson) Johnston 
1971 
Jean Ellen Hawryla has received the 
Meritorious Service Medal from the 




Sandee (Walton) Schons 
Warren R. Williamson left his private 
law practice in San Diego and moved to 
Denver, Colo., where he joined the 
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Pamela (Jones) Clark has moved to 
Kennesaw, a suburb of Atlanta, Ga., 
with her husband, Neal, and two chil-
dren, Stephanie, 9, and Andrew, 4. She 
writes, "We have relocated due to 
Neal's job as an avionics engineer with 
Lockheed. I am a full-time homemaker 
trying to acclimate to Georgia." 
1977 
Class Chair: 
Donald J. Altomonte 
Sister Terry M. Maher is a pastoral 
associate for the Diocese of Toledo, 
Ohio, where she founded a care and 
share center for poor and homeless 
families. 
Chris Tulease (M.S.N. '80) lives in 
Solana Beach, Calif., and is a clinical 
nurse specialist with the San Diego V.A. 
Medical Center. Her husband, John, is a 




On May 2, JoAnn Galliano (M.Ed.) 
was named president-elect of the Cali-
fornia Dental Hygienists Association, 
which represents more than 4,000 regis-
tered dental hygienists statewide. She 
lives in Alameda, Calif. 
David A. (Tony) Lennon lives in Indi-
an Wells, Calif., where he works for 
Bighorn Properties Inc. He and his wife, 
Tommi, have two daughters, Caitlyn 
and Scout. 
Milton J. Proper lives in Texas, 
where he is assistant vice president of 
Willis Corroon, an international insur-
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E. Ann DuMolt passed probation Feb. 4 
and is working for the State of Califor-
nia as a disability evaluation analyst in 
Social Security Disability. 
Attorney Jay Brian Sacks (J.D.) 
founded the San Diego Small Claims 
Clinic in October 1990. He and Nichola 
Marie-Louise Broad were married on 
Aug. 25, 1991. 
19&0 
Class Chair: 
Clare White McDonald 
19&1 
Class Chair: 
Kathy (Kearney) Woods 
Class Correspondent: 
Lisa Sill 
11648 Mayfield Ave. #202 
Los Angeles, CA 90049 
Class Correspondent Lisa Sill 
writes: "I am living in Brentwood and 
working at the Riviera Country Club as 
the assistant catering manager. After 
having worked at Club Med a few years 
back, I caught the traveling bug and 
recently went on a dive trip to the 
Bahamas, swimming with wild dolphins. 
I would like to thank all of you who 
assisted me with my new position as 
class correspondent and hope to hear 
from more of you for the winter issue." 
Mary (Montanio) Archer and her 
husband, John, are living in Encino and 
have just celebrated their seven-year 
anniversary. Mary is staying very busy 
with their two girls, Annie and Jennifer. 
After having lived in various parts 
of California for the last 11 years, Beth 
(Slater) Brisbin is enjoying living in 
Dallas, Texas, with her new husband, 
Kirk. She is now working as the coordi-
nator for stockholder relations at Lomas 
Financial Corp. Beth and Kirk are also 
expecting their first child at the end of 
November. They keep in touch with 
Cathy (Hughes) Hawley, who lives only 
15 minutes away. 
In April, Moira (Finnerty) Ireland 
was promoted to credit and collection 
manager for Thor Temporary Services 
in Los Angeles. She lives in Torrance 
with her husband, Jim, and frequently 
sees Ruta (Seliukas) Wroblicky, who 
just had her second son in July. 
Andrea Sim was recently made vice 
president of the planning department of 
Robert Bein, William Frost and Associ-
ates, a firm she has been with since 
attending graduate school. 
Ricardo J. Skaff and his wife, Julie, 
live in Folsom, Calif., near Sacramento, 
where he works for Sierra Quality Can-
ners as vice president of finance. Rick 





Denise Bailey-} ackson 
8 Perry Circle, Ste. E 
Annapolis, MD 21402 
Kathleen (Schubert) Cohen and her 
husband, Robert, live in Atlanta, Ga., 
with their two children, Elyse, 5 , and 
Paige, 3. 
Ed McPherson (J.D.) lives in Los 
Angeles, where he has recently formed 
the entertainment law firm of McPher-





Terri (Gainey) Alford 
209 South 28th St. 
West Des Moines, IA 50265 
Larraine Duacsek is living in Paris, 
France, where she is a management 
trainee at Euro Disneyland. 
Michael Fowlkes (M.B.A. '88) has 
been named special project coordinator 
for the career center of the San Diego 
Consortium & Private Industry Coun-
cil. He will be responsible for coordinat-
ing the start-up of four regional career 
centers throughout San Diego County, 
which will help fill the immediate need 
of providing job search assistance, train-
ing and retraining, as well as job refer-
rals to thousands of San Diegans who 
have been laid off. Fowlkes has previ-
ously worked as a business administrator 
for TRW-MEAD in San Diego and at 
General Dynamics. 
Cara (Chislette) Hartnell, her hus-
band, David, and son, Christian, have 
moved to Cary, N.C., where David was 
named corporate market manager for 
Amsco International. 
Frances Huffman has moved to 
Spartanburg, S.C., where she is manager 
of income tax compliance with TW Ser-
vices, owner of Denny's and El Pollo 
Loco restaurants. Previously, she 
worked with Deloitte & Touche in San 
Diego. She writes, "I'm enjoying explor-
ing the Carolinas-they're beautiful, 
and there's no drought here!" 
Katherine (Raskab] VanLaan, her 
husband, Glenn, and 2-year-old son, 
Timothy, have moved to Fort Collins, 
Colo., from Arizona. Glenn works for 
Hewlett-Packard; Katherine is a foreign 
language program coordinator. 
Jeanne (Russo] Watharspaan and 
her husband, Mark, recently moved to 
Kelseyville, in northern California, 
where Mark is the new owner and golf 
pro at Buckingham Golf & Country 
Club near Clear Lake. Jeanne keeps 
busy with their children-Marie, 6, 




Thomas Drekanja is a surgeon at 
Salzburg General Hospital in Salzburg, 
Austria. He began working as a member 
of the hospital's coronary care team in 
November. 
Mary Celeste Kearney received her 
M.A. in English literature in May from 
Georgetown University and returned 
this fall to pursue her Ph.D. in film and 
literature at the University of Southern 
California. 
Rick Mathews retired from the Navy 
on May 31 after a 20-year career. His 
last grade was Senior Chief Sonar Tech-
nician (Surface Warfare Specialist), and 
his last job was as a training coordinator 
at the Fleet Antisubmarine Warfare 
Training Center, Pacific, in San Diego, 
where he was designated a "Master 
Training Specialist." On July 27, Rick 
started work as a training specialist at 




Mary (Leingang) Fox 
Larraine Bekeris is employed by 
Home Savings of America as a supervi-
sor. She and her new husband, Steven, 
have purchased a home in Del Mar, 
Calif. 
Barbara Elliott received the Teacher 
of the Year award at her school in South 
San Diego. She lives in Chula Vista. 
Lauren (Maran) Lewand and her 
husband, Gerard, live in Smithtown, 
N.Y. Lauren works as a medical assis-
tant in nearby Garden City. 
Steve Smith graduated from the USD 
School of Law in the spring of 1991 and 






61 West 62nd St., #9-D 
New York, NY 10023 
Annelle Carlson and her husband, 
Steven Riddle, live in Napa, Calif., 
where Annette teaches in the Napa Val-
ley Unified School District. She 
received her M.A. in educational admin-
istration from Cal State-Long Beach in 
May 1991. 
Mark Fallick works in the buying 
offices of the Price Club in San Diego. 
After six years as chief project esti-
mator at Bycor General Contractors in 
San Diego, David A. Goodwin has 
become vice president, operations con-
struction management, at Tenant Devel-
opment Inc. He and Michelle Fimbres 
were married at the Hotel Del Coronado 
last September, and they now live in 
Bonsall. 
Navy Lt. Maris N. Luters recently 
received the Navy Achievement Medal. 
He was cited for superior performance 
of duty while serving with Fighter 
Squadron-One, NAS, Miramar, Calif., 
where he is assigned. 
ALUMNI 0 ALLERY 
Tony da Luz has retired from assist-
ing the men's soccer team on a full-time 
basis and has accepted the head coaching 
position for the newly formed women's 
soccer team at USD. 
Bab Pascual writes, "Shannan 
Smith, Jeanne Ramacialti, Paul Gar-
son, Victoria Biagialti, Paul Briggs 
'87 and I met in New Orleans for a wild 
Easter Weekend 1992. Among the high-
lights of the trip: voodoo convention, 
tongue man, martian lady and Bourbon 
Street. Next trip: a cruise planned for 
mid-1993 ... " 
Mark Thiebach is taking the position 
as USD assistant soccer coach, is teach-
ing at the Good Shepherd in San Diego, 





Michael D. Brault (M.Ed. '89) 
works for National City Middle School 
in National City, Calif., teaching eighth -
grade English, bilingual U.S. history and 
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English language development. He also 
serves on the USD School of Education 
A lumni Board. 
On May 7, Cynthia E. Cervini was 
sworn in and admitted to the Illinois 
Bar. She attended law school at HT-
Chicago and is employed by William J. 
Harte Ltd., a firm specializing in appel-
late court and class action cases. She 
also has been studying improvisation at 
the Second City Training Center in 
Chicago. She and her husband, Ran 
Woad '88, have a daughter, Holly. 
David K. Meisse (M.A.) has been 
named interim dean of academic support 
for the 1992-93 academic year at Dean 
Junior College in Franklin, Mass. He 
joined the Dean facu lty in 1990 as a his-




Jacki (Cepe) Lake 
Class Correspondent: 
Joannie (Santoni) McLaughlin 
374 Orange Ave., #D 
Coronado, CA 92118 
Tracy Ann Brennan (M.A.) lives in 
the Portland, Maine, area, where she 
runs a G{f program at Old Orchard 
Beach High School and teaches English 
literature and writing at the University 
of Southern Maine. She and her hus-
band, Richard, have two sons, Colin 
and Ian. 
Marine Maj. Ronalda A. Coulter 
recently departed for a six-month 
deployment to the Western Pacific and 
Persian Gulf with the 11th Marine 
Expeditionary Unit, Camp Pendleton, 
Calif., as part of a forward deployed ele-
ment of the First Marine Expeditionary 
Force. 
Lisa C. DeVare (M.A. '90) teaches 
seventh-, eighth- and ninth-grade Eng-
lish, journalism and computer awareness 
at Hyde Park Jr. High in Las Vegas. She 
was nominated as Nevada English 
Teacher of the Year and Nevada New 
Teacher of the Year for the 1991-92 
school year. 
Ann Marie Englelt graduated from 
the University of California-Davis 
School of Medicine in June and began a 
residency in pediatrics at the University 
of California-San Diego Medical Center 
later that month. 
Eugene Gutierrez, CPA, was pro-
moted in April to the position of chief 
financial officer for Sheldon Stevens 
Construction Co., located in Monrovia, 
Calif. He lives in Pasadena. 
Scull Huckleberry works for Arthur 
Andersen Consulting in the Los Angeles 
area. 
David Kauler is completing his last 
year of medical school at Tufts Univer-
sity School of Medicine. He is consider-
ing obstetrics and gynecology as a future 
career. He lives in Malden, Mass. 
Kristi (Mackey) Kelley and Pal Kel-
ley '87 have purchased a home in 
Temecula, Calif., where they are both 
teachers. Pat teaches sixth and seventh 
grades, and Kristi teaches fifth grade in 
the Murrieta Valley School District. 
James Kyle finished his M.B.A. in 
1991 and is living and working in the 
Bay Area. 
Navy Lt. j.g. Paul J. Lindenberg 
recently reported for duty aboard the 
dock landing ship USS Anchorage, 
homeported in Long Beach, Calif. Paul 
joined the Navy in January 1989. 
Navy Lt. Cynthia A. Mobley was 
recently designated a Surface Warfare 
Officer after completing extensive train-
ing aboard a Navy surface ship. She is 
currently assigned aboard the guided 
missile cruiser USS ]ouett, homeported 
in San Diego. 
Drew Peloso finished his M.B.A. at 
Pepperdine this past year. 
Carmen (Garcia) Romo and Jose 
Luis Romo recently celebrated their 
first wedding anniversary in Puerto Val-
larta, Mexico. They were married Aug. 
3, 1991, at Founders Chapel. 
Jeff Silver works in the Bay Area 
financial district. 
Navy Lt. Peter Ii. Stamalopoulas 
recently deployed to the Western Pacific 
aboard the nuclear submarine USS 




Tony Batlilega is teaching English at 
Rancho Bernardo High School in Ran-
cho Bernardo, Calif. He is also coaching 
football and baseball. 
Mike Clune is studying demography 
at the University of California-Berkeley, 
working toward a master's degree. 
Chris Duke finished his second season 
with the Kansas City Comets of the 
Major Soccer League in 1991 and now 
works in the Kansas City area. He and 
his wife, Cynthia, have a son, Christian. 
Cindy (Basso) Eaton met her husband, 
Jeff, in Paris, France, where they were 
both working. They and their son, 
Kevin Christopher (born last Dec. 30), 
now live in St. Petersburg, Russia, and 
will be there for the next two years. Jeff 
is deputy general manager in St. Peters-
burg for Otis Elevator International Inc. 
They welcome visitors who will bring 
Pampers and Pop-Tarts. 
Ari Faro works in the buying offices 
of the Price Club in San Diego. 
Mary lirace Featherston lives in 
Charlestown, Mass., where she works as 
a volunteer through the Pallotti Center 
in Boston at St. Catherine of Siena 
Church. It is a one-year program. 
Brenda (liahby) Griffith received 
her master's in comparative literature at 
the University of California-San Diego 
in June. She writes, "My plans to teach 
at a community college are on hold. I 
plan to stay home full-time with my 
daughter, Eden, and future kids." Bren-
da lives in Vista, Calif. 
Pally Mamer recently traveled with 
her companion, Terry, on a historical 
tour of Philadelphia and Washington, 
D.C. They returned in May to open a 
small cafe in the Hillcrest area of San 
Diego. She writes, "The cafe is called 
'Pat's Place'-come in and visit!" 
Anna Martinez is teaching English 
at Rancho Bernardo High School. 
Cynthia Ann Marvin lives in Tucson, 
Ariz., where she has been involved with 
the University of Arizona Campus Cru-
sade ministry for two years. 
Nancie Joyce Mika (J .D.) is a new 
associate with the firm of Ropers Majes-
ki Kohn Bentley Wagner & Kane in 
Santa Rosa, Calif. 
Susan D'Keefe has moved to Los 
Angeles, where she is working as a 
litigation paralegal with Munger, 
Tolles & Olson. 
Brenda L. Ursel graduated from 
Alaska Pacific University on May 10 
with an M.S. in counseling psychology. 





April (Flores) Goodjohn 
926 Agate St. 
San Diego, CA 92109 
Mike Brilla is in his second year at 
Yale School of Law. 
Navy Ensign Brei H. Burleigh was 
recently designated a Naval aviator. He 
received the coveted "Wings of Gold," 
which marked the culmination of 
months of flight training with Naval Air 
Training Unit, Mather Air Force Base, 
Sacramento. 
Navy Airman lireg A. Cummings 
recently completed basic training, 
Recruit Training Command, Orlando, 
Fla. 
Joan (Liautaud) Curran and Andy 
Curran '88 celebrated their first 
anniversary on June 14. They are living 
in downtown Chicago, where Andy is 
in his third year of medical school and 
Joan is working on her doctorate in 
psychology. 
Navy Lt. j.g. Thomas J. Davis com-
pleted Naval Flight Officer Training in 
May and will be stationed in San Diego 
for duty at North Island N.A.S. 
Navy Lt. j.g. Brad S. Dennis was 
recently designated a Naval Aviator. He 
was presented with the "Wings of 
Gold," which marked the culmination of 
months of flight training with Training 
Squadron-7, NAS, Meridian, Miss. 
Ensign Kimberly M. Johnson recently 
completed the Navy's Officer Indoctri-
nation School. She joined the Navy in 
December 1991. 
Carina Peterson has been promoted 
to financial analyst of Advanced Struc-
tures Inc., a north San Diego County 
manufacturer of reverse-osmosis pres-
sure vessels and components. 
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Navy Ensign Alessandra I. Stamegna 
recently returned aboard the guided mis-
sile frigate USS Boone, homeported in 
Mayport, Fla., from a six-month deploy-
ment to the Mediterranean and R ed Sea. 
While deployed, Stamegna participated 
in a multinational maritime intercept 
force and safely conducted 190 mer-
chant ship boardings while enforcing the 
United Nations sanctions against Iraq. 
USS Boone also participated in the inau-
guration of NATO's newest standing 
naval force, joining ships from Great 
Britain, Germany, Italy, Greece, Spain, 
Turkey and the Netherlands to form the 
permanent Mediterranean Naval 
Squadron. 
Charity St. Claire recently completed 
her first year teaching first and second 
grade for the San Diego City Schools at 
Hamilton Elementary. 
Navy Ensign Robert E. Sylvia recently 
completed the Basic Surface Warfare 
Officer's Course. 
:1.99:1. 
Vince Bianchi is living in Tucson and 
working with his family's restaurant 
business. 
Melissa Conway lives in San Diego, 
where she works as a physical therapy 
aide. She became a certified athletic 
trainer in February. 
Jonathan Edwards has returned to 
San Diego from Los A ngeles. He is a 
first-year student at California Western 
School of Law. 
Robert F. liazdzinski (M.B.A.) is 
employed by Erce Power Engineering in 
Philadelphia, Pa., as a senior nuclear 
engineer. He is also attending evening 
law school classes at Rutgers University 
and hopes to receive his degree in 1995. 
Brenden lirilfin is attending USD Law 
School this year and is an assistant resi-
dent director at USD Housing. 
Coast Guard Seaman Apprentice 
Christian J. Mais recently graduated 
from Coast Guard R ecruit Training 
Center in Cape May, N .J. H e has been a 
member of the Coast Guard R eserves 
since April. 
April M. Newlan has returned to 
USD, where she is working on her M.A. 
degree. 
Navy Lt. Michael V. Phelan recently 
received the Navy Achievement Award. 
He was cited for superior performance 
of duty as assistant training officer and 
pilot training officer with Fleet Logistics 
Support Squadron 30, Naval Air Station 
North Island, San Diego. He instituted a 
periodic pilot review board that resulted 
in timely and accurate assessment of 
training progress critical to aircrew 
development. He also wrote and imple-
mented a policy of periodic pilot testing 
that honed proficiency and system 
knowledge. Phelan is assigned with Air 
Anti-Submarine Squadron 41 , NAS 
North Island. 
Michael T. Ouinn started USD Law 
School this fa ll. 
liregary Still has begun his first year 
at Scholl College of Podiatric Medicine 
in Chicago, Ill. He lives in downtown 
Chicago. 
LeAnn A. Sumner is a full associa te 
with the law firm of Brobeck, Phleger 
and Harrison in San Diego. 
Richard A. Troia (LL.M.) and his 
brother, Carl, have formed the firm of 
Troia & Troia, P .C., in Omaha, N eb. 
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Teri Baragna is serving as a traveling 
leadership consultant for Zeta Tau 
Alpha fraternity for women, an organi-
za tion with more than 130,000 members 
whose work includes philanthropic 
activities and comprehensive wellness, 
educational and leadership programs. 
T eri and the five other consultants will 
travel the United States and Canada 
assisting collegiate members of ZT A 
with leadership skills and motivation as 
well as officer training and membership 
selection. 
MARRIAGES 
Lupe Samaniego '82 married Christo-
pher Kraus on Jan. 25 in Founders 
Chapel. 
Kristine Styhr 'BS (J.D.) married 
Michael Coats on June 11. She recently 
opened her own law practice in La 
Costa, Calif. 
Janine Mason '86 married John 
Joseph Barone on Aug. 15 at Our Lady 
of Guadalupe Church in La Habra, 
Calif. 
I 
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Michael Wesseln '87 and Kelly 
Callins '90 were married on Sept. 7, 
1991, at the lmmaculata. Michael is a 
financial planner for the AIM Financial 
Consulting Group. Kelly is a buyer for 
Hewlett-Packard. The couple lives in 
San Diego. 
Nancy Wheeler '87 married Blaise 
Smith in December. She lives in Bakers-
field, Calif., where she is self-employed 
as a quarterhorse breeder/trainer. 
Michael Seymour 'BB and Rebecca 
Jenney '89 were married in Founders 
Chapel on July 25. The Seymours are 
now residents of South Pasadena. 
Michael continues to work at Loyola 
Marymount University as director of 
prospect research, and R ebecca teaches 
elementary school in Arcadia. 
Melissa Williams 'BB married Jeffrey 
Frantz, a 1986 graduate of Purdue Uni-
versity, on April 4 in Atlanta, Ga. 
Melissa is employed by Dow Chemical 
USA as a buyer, and Jeff is also 
employed by Dow as a marketing manag-
er. They will be living in Midland, Mich. 
Patrick Brennan '89 and Erin Guinn 
Tumey '90 were married on June 6. 
Victoria [Tari) McFarland '89 mar-
ried Christopher John Hill of La Jolla, 
Calif., on April 11. Tori graduated from 
'', 
the USO School of Law in May and is 
currently studying for the California 
Bar. Chris is an account executive for 
Select Temporaries of San Diego. 
Patricia Ann Centuriane '91 (M.Ed.) 
married Navy Capt. Jeffrey Paul Gould 
on Sept. 14, 1991. They live in Denver, 
Colo. 
Bridget Ann Mansfield '91 married 
Daniel J. Stoffer on June 8, 1991, in 
Scottsdale, Ariz. The Stoffers live in 
Chicago, where Bridget works at a cor-
porate real estate firm, La Salle Part-
ners, and her husband trades options at 
the Chicago Mercantile Exchange. 
Marisa Anne Nunn '91 and Craig 
Alan Marshall '91 were married July 
27, 1991, in R edondo Beach, Calif. 
They live in San Diego. 
Dawn Simon '91 married Ensign 
James VanderMeer, USN, on June 22, 
1991, in Baldwin, Wisc. After a honey-
moon in Bermuda, James and Dawn 
moved to Annapolis, Md. They now live 
in Pensacola, Fla. 
8 I R T H 5 
Kathleen Kerr-Stanford recently 
celebrated the birth of a second son, 
John Colin, on Jan. 20. Her son Garrett 
is 2. 
Lucia Marie (DeSalva) Shugart '77 
and her husband, Dallas, announce the 
birth of twins, Dallas Reece III and 
Francesca Marie, on March 28. 
Terrence Blanchard '82 and his wife, 
Christy, announce the birth of a son, 
Brandon Edward, on May 21. 
Eris (McCoy) Gallagher '82 and her 
husband, John, announce the birth of 
their second daughter, Ashlin Marie, on 
March 10. 
Rab Noriega '82 and his wife, 
Linda, welcomed their first child, 
Andrew, on April 16. 
Karen (Moore) Marris '83 and her 
husband, Bob, celebrated the birth of 
their third daughter, Tracey Shannon, 
in December. They live in Laguna 
Niguel, Calif., where Bob continues as a 
sales manager in syndication sales with 
Turner Broadcasting. 
Dee Engler '84 and her husband, 
Steve, announce the birth of their sec-
ond child, Brian Anthony, on June 9. 
Their daughter, Michelle, turned 2 on 
June 18. 
Carmela (Villafuerte) Kustner '84 
and her husband, Tom, announce the 
birth of their second child, Gabriela 
Penwell Kustner, on Dec. 7. The family 
lives in Florida. 
Donald P. Eppich '85 and Rosanna 
(Calderon) Eppich '86 announce the 
birth of their first child, Brittany Marie, 
on May 6. The Eppich family lives in 
San Diego. 
, U S D M A G A Z I N E :21!7 
ALUMNI 6 ALLERY 
Laura (Palazzi) Reyes '85 and her 
husband, Mark, announce the birth of 
their second son, David Bradley, on 
June 8. 
Liz (Borkowski) While '85 and her 
husband, Dan, announce the birth of 
their first child, Stephen Daniel, on 
April 23 . They live in Menlo Park, 
Calif. 
Robert Bruning '86 and Marla 
(Feiner) Bruning '87 announce the 
birth of their first child, Kelli Therese, 
on April 16. The Bruning family lives 












Eric Fuller '86 (J .D.) and his wife, 
Michelle (Costello) Fuller '87 
announce the arrival of their first child, 
Cameron Reed Fuller, on July 26. The 
family lives in Rancho Santa Fe, Calif. 
Kara (Murphy) &entry '86 and her 
husband, David, announce the birth of a 
son, Mitchell David, on Dec. 21. The 
family lives in Lakeside, Calif. 
Elizabeth (Colonna) Noriega '86 and 
her husband, James Noriega '87, 
announce the birth of their second child, 
James Francis, on Jan. 2. He joins a sis-
ter, Christine. 
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Nancy (McIntyre) Deisinger '87 and 
her husband, Dave, are new parents to 
their first child, Taylor Nicole, born in 
May. 
Steve Krallman '87 and Diane 
(Sawyer) Krallman '87 celebrated the 
birth of their daughter, Jacqueline 
Marie, on July 11. The family lives in 
San Diego. 
Tami (Kane) Blatter '90 and Ensign 
Scott Blatter '92 celebrated the birth 
of their first child, Hana Kamakila 
Kane, on March 23. They live in Pen-
sacola, Fla., where Scott attends the 
Naval Flight Officers Training School. 
HOM.E FOR HOM.ECOM.ING 
Both young and young-al-heart came back lo USO the weekend of Oct. J lo celebrate Homecoming 1992. Walch your 
mailbox in early February for the winier issue of USD Magazine and homecoming coverage: the reunions, the dinner-
dance, the tailgate party, the announcement of Sisler Sally Furay as winner of this year's Mother Rosalie Hill Award, 
and more. (Photo of Taylor Deisinger, daughter of Dave and Nancy (McIntyre) Deisinger '87.) 
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S i1nple GiftJ 
* by Rosemary Johnston 
A radio advertisement broadcast 
during the Del Mar Racetrack sea-
son this past summer featured a cou-
ple, obviously bored and sated with 
the usual menu of leisure activities, 
debating several options for the lazy 
days of summer. Each time the 
woman would suggest another exotic 
activity, the man would respond 
somewhat drearily: "Been there, 
done that." She finally elicits an 
enthusiastic response when she sug-
gests horse racing at Del Mar. The 
ad fades out with the sounds of the 
racetrack, the race announcer 
breathless as ever, the crowd roaring 
approval and encouragement to the 
thoroughbreds and jockeys as they 
careen down the final stretch toward 
the finish line. 
"Been there, done that" is an all-
too-familiar refrain, not limited to 
the languid days of summer. Parents 
know this all too well as they search 
out their own imaginations in 
response to a child's complaint: "I'm 
bored." Some adults never outgrow 
this kind of boredom with created 
reality. "ls there life after bungee 
jumping?" they ask. Been there. 
Done that. 
In times of economic hardship and 
shrunken budgets, it becomes 
increasingly important to discover or 
rediscover simple pleasures. A good 
book, a walk along the beach, an 
afternoon with a preschooler at a 
neighborhood park-these all lack 
the glamour and glitz of bustling 
racetracks, upscale shopping malls, 
and mind-numbing video games. But 
there is an abiding pleasure in the 
more simple gifts awaiting those 
who have found renewed apprecia-
tion for an old and tired adage: The 
best things in life are free. It may 
not be good for the local economy or 
the Gross National Product, but 
rediscovering the simple gifts can 
reap dividends in terms of content-
ment and a sense of wonder about 
the simplest truths. 
Late in May of this year, our fami-
ly drove up to Riverside one Sunday 
to attend the baptism of our 5-year-
old nephew and his 2-year-old sister. 
After the ceremony at their local 
parish, we adjourned to a relative's 
home for a family picnic and cele-
bration. There were about 10 chil-
dren present, and they frolicked 
happily on the grass, pulling each 
other in a red wagon, kicking a soc-
cer ball around, and just delighting 
in each other's company. The adults 
sat in the shade of the patio, glanc-
ing out to the lawn when a yelp or 
whine arose, and catching up on 
family news. 
As I sat at a picnic table, I caught 
a glimpse of our 2-year-old niece, 
Hayley, sitting nearby on a small 
patch of dirt. I had taken off her 
baptismal dress a few minutes earlier 
and put on her play clothes, but she 
still had frilly white socks and white 
patent leather shoes on her feet. 
The backyard at her new home had 
not yet been landscaped, so Hayley 
was not allowed to play in her own 
- - - - - - - _ ,..,, 
backyard. At her age, sand and dirt 
were unidentified foreign objects. 
This day, in the backyard of her 
uncle's home, Hayley discovered 
dirt. 
First, she picked up a handful 
with each hand and allowed it to fall 
through her fingers and drift slowly 
to the ground. Then she sampled a 
small portion of earth with her 
tongue, grimacing at the gritty taste. 
She then removed her shoes and 
socks and methodically filled each 
shoe and sock to the brim with dirt. 
Her toes began wriggling in the soil, 
delighting in the sensual experience 
of cool earth against bare feet. Next, 
she pulled open the waistband of her 
shorts and diaper and inserted two 
generous handfuls of dirt next to her 
skin. As dirt fell from her hands 
onto her head and hair, a dutiful 
adult felt compelled to intervene. 
"Stop her," she said. "She's getting 
all dirty." 
"Let her be," I said. "She's having 
the time of her life, and so am I." 
Just as Hayley was transfixed by 
her discovery of dirt that Sunday, so 
was I, an elder voyeur who discov-
ered anew that while dirt may be the 
bane of any well-kept home, there is 
something sacred in its potential for 
the growth and nourishment of the 
food and flowers which satisfy our 
physical and spiritual appetites for 
the beautiful and the good. The 
good earth is something that we all 
take for granted until a 2-year-old 
discovers anew the wonder and mys-
tery it still holds for those who can 
look at it with new eyes. 
Rosemary Masterson Johnston '70 is 
a lecturer in the Department of 
Religious Studies at VSD. 
This calendar reflects only major 
campus events with dates firm as 
of magazine press time. For a 
complete listing, please call the 
Public Relations Office , 





The USD Theatre Arts Program, 
Old Globe Theatre and Sweetooth 
Comedy Theatre combine forces to 
present the San Diego premiere 
(began Oct. 27) of Arthur Miller's 
The American Clock in Shiley The-
atre. 8 p.m., admission charged. Call 
(619) 260-4600 x 4901 for tickets. 
a 
Memorial Mass for Father Ben Car-
rier (see related story on page 4 of 
this issue). 5 p.m., Founders 
Chapel. 
ijJ) 
University of San Die8o 
Publications Office 
5998 Alcala Park 
San Diego, CA. 
92110 
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15 
USD Orchestra concert. 
Henry Kolar, director. 4 p.m. 
Shiley Theatre. 
Call (619) 260-4600 ext. 4486 
for ticket information. 
:a.a 
Recital. USD music students. 
8 p.m., Shiley Theatre. Free. 
260-4600 ext. 4486. 
19 
Informational forum on experiential 
education. 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m., Hahn 
University Center, Forum B. Free. 
(619) 260-4803. 
Men's basketball vs. Russian 
~fational Select Team. 7:30 p.m., 
Sports Center. Call (619) 260-4803 
for ticket information. 
ll>e:~e:m be::r 
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Cha Guo Jun's "Mystic World" 
Series is on display at Founders 
Gallery. One of China's foremost 
contemporary painters, Cha Guo 
Jun is an instructor at the College of 
Fine Arts in Shanghai and a visiting 
scholar at the University of 
Minnesota. Hours 12:30-4:30 
weekdays. 
a 
Alumni Mass, 7 :30 p.m., Founders 
Chapel. Masses to be held concur-
rently in San Francisco, Orange 
County and Phoenix. Call Alumni 
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